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AfricaRice is a leading pan-African research organization working to contribute to poverty alleviation and food security in 
Africa through research, development and partnership activities. AfricaRice is a CGIAR Research Center — part of a global 
research partnership for a food-secure future. It is also an intergovernmental association of African member countries. 
The Center was created in 1971 by 11 African countries. Today its membership comprises 27 countries, covering West, 
Central, East and North African regions, namely Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo 
and Uganda. AfricaRice headquarters is based in Côte d’Ivoire. Staff members are located in Côte d’Ivoire and also in 
AfricaRice research stations in Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeria, and Senegal. For more information, visit www.AfricaRice.org
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Research and innovation highlights

Impact of the Smart-valleys approach in West Africa
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Contact: Aminou Arouna, 
Impact assessment economist <a.arouna@cgiar.org>

Map showing the tracking of Smart-valleys in Zoungo, Benin – 
non-selection of road and housing indicates the validity of the 
method


